
A Teacher’s Guide for using Thrill in the Ville in the classroom

Thrill in the Ville 
  Middle grade fiction, Grades 3-7

OVERVIEW
Doug Alverton figured that defending a soccer goal was 

the toughest job in the world. That was before a political 

campaign invaded his small town. Suddenly Main Street 

has disappeared in a blizzard of red, white, and blue, 

and the Secret Service seems to be keeping tabs on 

Doug’s favorite neighbor. As students explore and enjoy 

Doug’s story, they will become more familiar with ways 

that the competitive adult world of politics has a great 

deal in common with the kid-friendly world of sports. 

The fact that Doug has moments of very good — and 

very bad — decision-making also will provide fodder 

for discussion. Supplemental historical information is 

included in the back of each book, along with questions 

for classroom discussion. Thrill in the ‘Ville is a work of 

fiction recommended for grades 3 through 7.

MAKE ME THE MAYOR
Pretend that you are campaigning to get elected as 

mayor of your town. Complete one or more of the 

following activities:

H �Create a campaign slogan that will help the voters 

remember your name and why they should choose 

you.

H �Write a campaign song and present it in a video 

recording.

H �Design a bumper sticker.

H �Make a campaign poster. 

E PLURIBUS UNUM
The official seal of the United States includes the Latin 

phrase, E Pluribus Unum, which means “Out of many, 

one.” The idea is that the United States of America 

stands in unity as a single nation, even though we have 

citizens of many backgrounds and with varied ideas. 

Create a work of art — such as a sculpture, painting, 

collage, or mobile — that expresses your feelings about 

E Pluribus Unum.

GET OUT THE VOTE
Do some research to find out what percentage of 

voters in your area participated in the last presidential 

election. If your city or county is like many other places 

in the U.S.A., you may discover that more than one-third 

of the eligible people did not take the time to vote. 

Think of three things that your school or neighborhood 

could do to get more people to vote.

FREE SPEECH PARK
Choose a day and time when your classroom can 

become a Free Speech Park where students are free to 

speak about important issues. Develop rules that will 

make your free speech day enjoyable for everyone, and 

let classmates take turns speaking about issues they 

consider important.

NEWS AND VIEWS
Imagine that you are a news reporter and have been 

asked to interview two people who are competing 

against each other to be elected president of your 

school. Your boss at the TV station has said that you 

should ask each candidate only five questions. Plan 

your questions and stage the interview with other 

students posing as the candidates.

A special thank you goes to educator Mary Jo Craft who shared ideas about classroom and library use of Thrill in the ‘Ville. 
Share your ideas with the author and learn about Common Core connections at www.patsibtrollinger.com.
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